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Intercultural Dialogue in a Fragmenting World
An Erasmus+ Study Programme at Apor Vilmos Catholic College

The aim of the programme is to encourage students’ engagement in intercultural dialogue, to
promote cultural awareness through sharing cultural values, professional knowledge and
experience while developing critical thinking, communication, creativity, and collaboration.

Mandatory Modules (20 ECTS)

Developing Intercultural Competences ERASMUSo005 (4 ECTS)

This course aims at facilitating effective international communication, which enables students
to cooperate with people from other countries or different cultures. In our multicultural Europe,
intercultural dialogue, cross-cultural empathy and behavioural flexibility are of cardinal
importance. During this course, we will

talk about the importance of symbols and values,

talk about the different layers of our identities,

explore the components of intercultural competence,

understand the differences in our communication styles,

learn about the various aspects of culture, and

work on our emotional intelligence.

In the classroom, we will use pairwork, group discussion, games, drama activities, and short
lectures. Besides, we will put our classwork into practice through interdisciplinary project work.

Storytelling and Drama ERASMUSo022 (4 ECTS)
During the course students will get familiar with some of the most popular Hungarian folk and
literary tales and will be encouraged to share stories from their own cultures and personal lives.
They will get acquainted with several storytelling techniques and will learn about different ways
of applying visual prompts and accompanying actions to make the stories more memorable.
They are supposed to acquire how to use body language when telling a story. Students will also
learn about the three key skills to story-making: imitation, innovation and
invention.
The following topics will be covered:

e folk tale traditions of different cultures

e storytelling techniques

e story-making



using different visual reminders supporting storytelling

using kinaesthetic reminders to make a story more memorable
dramatizing stories

using picture books in the classroom

difference between picture books and Kamishibai

Hungarian Culture ERASMUSo032 (3 ECTS)

The course aims at giving a comprehensive picture of Hungarian culture. Students can explore
the different aspects of Hungarian life in a colourful, creative, experience-based way, through
individual projects and arts and crafts activities.

The following topics will be covered:

Hungary, past and present

World heritage sites

National symbols

Hungarikums

Traditions, customs, cuisine

The Hungarian language and the way of thinking

Rhymes, proverbs, songs

Literature

Films

Art

Music

Social Integration ERASMUSo021 (3 ECTS)
The purpose of the course is to make students familiar with the inequalities in societies
worldwide; possible solutions that social politics, social work and social institutions offer
through the educational and social services. Students will also get acquainted with the obstacles
of social integration of the Roma minority in Hungary and in Europe. The theories of social
integration will be accompanied by practical fieldwork in the form of interdisciplinary projects
with fellow teachers.
The following areas will be covered:
e special integration problems of disadvantaged communities in Europe
e Christian Roma missions (e.g. charity foundations maintained by the Order of Malta and
the Catholic Church)
e introduction to special pedagogical programmes for school children with disadvantaged
background

Contemporary Psychology ERASMUSo20 (3 ECTS)

This course aims to highlight some current trends in psychological research, discussions and
debates. Contemporary psychological trends are important for all pedagogy students. During
the course we make students familiar with the basic scientific language of psychology, we read



articles, fill in inventories, and discuss, share our thoughts on recent research findings. Besides,
there is a special emphasis on students’ self-awareness and wellbeing.

The course will focus on:

Research concerning ADHD

New understanding of Autism (ASD)

Coping and resilience

The effects of the Internet and the media on children

Family psychology

Psychology of religion

The new generations

Blended Intensive Programme ERASMUSo30 (3 ECTS)

This short-term thematic programme consists of a five-day workshop with physical presence in
Vac preceded by two online days of virtual learning. The programme is open to other
international students as well, so this is a great opportunity for Erasmus students to put their
intercultural competences into practice. Beside the workshops and lectures, thematic trips in
Vac, Budapest, and the neighbouring area are also included.

Optional Courses

School Visits ERASMUSo29 (3 ECTS)

The aim of this course is to make international students familiar with different Hungarian
educational institutions: average district schools, bilingual and international pre/primary
schools will be visited. Students will observe lessons, reflect on their observations, and discuss
their experiences as well as compare them to their own educational systems.

Teaching Culture to Young Children - An Intercultural Journey in Australia and Hungary
(2 ECTS)

The overall aim of the course is to suggest ways and techniques of teaching about other cultures
and countries to pre-schoolers and primary school students. The participants of this course will
be encouraged to make the most of their Erasmus experience by focusing on their own
exploration of a different country. By the end of the course students will be able to design course
material and activities with cultural issues in mind. Australia and Hungary will be taken as
starting points for further discussion.

The course also aims to give an introduction into the world of late nineteenth-century English
travel writing with a focus on Australia and Hungary. Students will explore the common
characteristics that defined this form of non-fictional writing. In particular, the works of
Victorian lady travellers will be highlighted but mention will be made of male authors, as well.
We will analyse how these travelogues informed their English readers about the contemporary
situation in colonial Australia and the Hungarian Kingdom. The course will argue that these
genteel women had a set of ideas that they projected to the outside world while they were doing



their best to give a faithful picture of their travel destination and their interaction with the local
people.

In addition to providing students with some historical background about the position of the
Australian colonies within the British Empire and the place of the Hungarian Kingdom within
the Habsburg Empire, the course also aims to contrast the ways countries and cultures were
portrayed for travel purposes in different time periods. Therefore, these nineteenth-century
accounts will be compared to present-day descriptions of travel magazines and travel books.

The Montessori Method ERASMUS036 (4 ECTS)

During the course the students will learn about the Montessori method. They will understand
the basis of the approach, the pedagogical and psychological aspects of the method. They will
get to know the special and unique characteristics of the philosophy. The students will learn
about Dr. Maria Montessori’s life and her professional work that lead to the development of her
pedagogical views.

During the course the students will be introduced to the fundamental Montessori materials.
They will gather practical knowledge of the teaching materials, and will acquire the theory
behind them.

Sports Skills and Activities / Sportorientalt mozgasfejlesztés kicsiknek és nagyoknak (2
ECTS)

This practical course introduces students to a variety of indoor and outdoor sports, recreational
games, and movement development techniques tailored for different age groups. Designed to
promote physical well-being and active living, the course offers a dynamic environment where
international and Hungarian students train, play, and collaborate together. Through team-
building exercises, sports skills training, and interactive movement practices, participants gain
valuable hands-on experience in physical education while building meaningful intercultural
connections on campus.

Social Work Placement / Intézményen kiviili 6sszefiiggé gyakorlat 2. (5 ECTS)

The social work placement is a great opportunity for social pedagogy [or social work] students
to gain practical experience at a Hungarian social care institution. Our College maintains
partnerships with various organizations, allowing placement sites to be adapted to individual
needs. The placement consists of 120 hours for Hungarian students, though this requirement
may be adjusted for Erasmus students. In addition to completing their practical hours, students
are required to submit an observation journal at the end of the placement.

English Language Courses at Different Levels (2 ECTS)

The aim of each course is to consolidate students’ knowledge of English through the parallel
development of the four basic skills (speaking, listening, reading and writing). By practising
everyday topics and situations students can expand their vocabulary substantially and gain self-
confidence in using the language in a multicultural setting. Assessment: oral presentations,
written assignments, participation in projects.



